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Manju Kapur is a prominent Indian novelist who 

consistently portrays the struggles and everyday 

lives of contemporary Indian women. She began 

conveying her deepest concern for the day-to-day 

circumstances faced by contemporary educated and 

working women with her debut novel Difficult 

Daughters, which brought her international 

recognition upon winning the Commonwealth 

Writers' Prize for Best First Book in the Eurasia 

Region. Kapur's literary creations are recognised 

for their nuanced depictions of strong female leads 

who struggle with both personal goals and societal 

standards. With brilliant pieces like Custody, A 

Married Woman, Home, The Immigrant, and 

Brothers, Manju Kapur has created a universe of strong, independent women who expertly 

manage their responsibilities both within and outside of the home. However, in their efforts 

to maintain individuality, they frequently face emotional and psychological obstacles, leaving 

them looking for their identities in a vast void. Her novels provide a thorough examination of 

feminism and the changing roles of women in Indian society. Her most recent work, The 

Gallery, extended the scope of discussion by telling the narrative of two interconnected Delhi-

based families. As the title implies, the 'gallery' contains a universe within its separated 

margin. The drama weaves over three centuries of narratives that reflect the governing 

problems of class, identity, and independence, creating a complicated, tragic, and compelling 

tapestry.  
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Plot Overview 

The novel follows two families from vastly different socioeconomic backgrounds, 

documenting their daily hardships as they deal with contemporary issues and obstacles. The 

framework of ‘gallery’ metaphorically introduces a world with margins, serving as a creative 

diversion and bridge between individuals and their realities, maintaining connections even in 

moments of separation. This narrow space 'gallery' preserves a history that unquestionably 

binds people together while bridging the present with the past. This fine line, this shared 

possession, represents the succession of lives, reflected in the experiences that mould people 

into who they are. In addition to showing class conflict and power dynamics, the story deftly 

contrasts the middle class and the elite class, presenting Delhi's culture. The world it creates 

feels both familiar and intimate, as it captures the range of class, culture, and conflict. The 

novel explores the 'rich' and 'poor' binary, focusing on Minal and Ellora Sahni, wife and 

daughter of a lawyer, and Maitrye and Tashi, wife and daughter of a peon, through a gallery 

metaphor. The story revolves around Minal's struggle to establish her art gallery in Delhi, a 

city where women often form broken relationships due to parental nagging, and are 

encouraged to seek male attention through their external outlooks and physical attractiveness. 

Mothers now expect daughters to present themselves attractively, impacting their self-

perception and demand. This transformation significantly changes women's treatment from 

childhood to adolescence. Minal, a quiet young woman, is constantly monitored by her 

brother's spouses until college. Minal’s endeavor is questioned through life ways by her 

surroundings: “Why so quiet Mina? Met someone? they would ask, vicariously savouring the 

life of an independent young woman.” Alok proposes Minal open an art gallery as a sort of 

"cultural capital" prompting her to learn more sophisticated perspectives. "I must learn to look 

at things in a more sophisticated way." She feels trapped by her responsibilities as wife and 

mother, leading to unappealing actions. Here we the class development as a gendered process, 

raising questions about the potential for women from diverse social and economic 

backgrounds to find common ground. Upper-class women face exploitation from men due to 

economic advantages, often hiring working-class women for household tasks and maintaining 

low salaries to maximize profits.  

As a result, the characters' interactions highlight class conflict, highlighting the impact of 

socioeconomic inequities. Krisna's wife Maitrye, a Nepali woman, helps him advance up the 

social ladder. Maitrye's constant work and Minal's decision to leave Ellora highlight 

socioeconomic inequality. Maitrye's separation from Tashi and Minal's idealism emphasize 
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the need for independence. For Minal, leaving behind an idealism "...that dictated she do 

everything for the child herself." Minal's insistence on a maid is more about appearances: “At 

last they were going to be like other couples. He was tired of answering questions about his 

wife’s whereabouts whenever he went out.” 

 

Character Development 

Manju Kapur is a prominent voice for educated middle-class society, particularly women, with 

her strong, independent characters navigating identity and autonomy, capturing readers' 

genuine emotions. The novel follows the resilient heroes, each facing unique challenges, as 

they strive for personal fulfillment and navigate socioeconomic realities. The story effectively 

portrays the resilience of female characters, such as Meera, who is navigating social injustice 

and overcoming societal expectations to establish her own identity. Kapur's story contrasts 

Raju, a gifted artist from a lower socioeconomic background, highlighting themes of ambition, 

resilience, and self-actualization through their interactions and relationship dynamics. The 

Gallery encourages women to possess inner power, independence, fearlessness, confidence, 

and self-awareness, as true meanings can be realized when the psyche is in control and 

untroubled. 

 

Various Themes 

The Gallery is built on a foundation of class and societal expectations, with each individual 

attempting to fulfill his or her dreams and reach ironic goals that represent both gain and loss. 

The author has revealed reality and brutal truths, mocking the fates of both the deprived and 

the privileged. While economic disparity creates substantial problems, psychological struggles 

exacerbate the pain felt by both sets of society. The search for independence, particularly 

among women, emerges as the dominant subject, including both an unconscious crisis of 

identity and a conscious struggle for survival. Kapur delves into the intricate complexities of 

individual identity, examining how class, gender, and cultural norms shape the psychological 

fabric of women folk. Individuals' journeys explore self-definition and individuality in a 

society that often enforces fixed roles, with the gallery serving as a metaphor in the novel.  

Kapur explores the symbolic area of convergence, highlighting the potential for 

transformation in the connections between art, business, and social change. 

 

Writing Style 
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Kapur's careful yet rhythmic writing style perfectly captures the spirit of Delhi through her 

fascinating images and minute justifications. Her empathic narration allows the reader to 

penetrate the web of events and deeply study her characters' innermost emotions, preserving 

the essence of the social fabric on the border of conditional navigation. The writing is rich 

with detail and beautifully conveys the lively, often turbulent world of the gallery and its 

people. A multi-threaded narration allows the reader to grasp the various perspectives in a 

simple but dramatic life situation mirroring daily survival. This strategy adds dimension to the 

plot by better understanding the characters' motivations and the socioeconomic environments 

in which they live. Kapur's skillful use of words and keen observation make for an engaging 

and thought-provoking reading experience. 

 

Critical Reception 

Critics have praised The Gallery for its astute picture of modern-day India and excellent 

handling of difficult issues, particularly Kapur's skillful mix of political and personal 

narratives. The novel, praised for its societal critique, vivid style, and character development, 

explores gender roles and class dynamics in India, reflecting an enduring socioeconomic 

varying spectrum.  The novel captivates readers and critics and receives rave reviews for its 

focus on women's lives, giving a profound and empathic depiction of their hardships and 

aspirations. 

 

Summing up 

Manju Kapur has broken the centuries-old taboo against women by empowering them to 

pursue their dreams and stand up for who they are both within and outside the home. Certainly, 

The Gallery as a whole significantly contributes to current Indian literature, elevating the 

genre to greater levels. The author has once again demonstrated her finesse, as she appears to 

be delving into the human condition with depth and sensitivity, particularly for women. 

Without a doubt, the novel is a touching work of literary art that depicts transformational force 

and the persistence of the human spirit. It solidifies the writer's position as a renowned literary 

personality in the field with her engaging narrative in search of a thought-provoking and 

emotionally compelling work. Kapur's realistic character positioning, effective tone, and 

incisive investigation of socioeconomic and cultural situations bring this work to the top rung 

of modern Indian literature. 
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